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Hydrpdynamic Lubrication Effects of Multiple Circular Bumps for Thrust
Slidiing Bearing of Scroll Compressor
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A texturing pattern for the thrust sliding bearing of a scroll compressor in CO2 heat-pump system was investi-

gated. The pattern is composed of multiple circular bumps and an oil seal structure on a ring plate. The hydrody-

namic lubrication properties of a circular bump was theoretically analyzed by elasto-hydrodynamic lubrication

(EHL) analysis. The results show the essential geometrical effects of the roundoff wedge on the oil film formation

and frictional properties. Experimentally evaluated frictional properties of the proposed thrust bearings agreed

well with numerical results. In order to clarify the robustness against accidental high load, seizure limits of the

circular bump pattern were experimentally evaluated. These results show that the initial frictional properties are

controllable by the crowning profile, the proposed pattern has sufficiently low friction coefficient and quite a high

seizure limits.
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Fig. 1

Schematic view of the thrust sliding bearing for
COz2 scroll compressor.
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Fig. 2 Oil film pressure on a flat thrust bearing, and the
texturing effects.
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Fig. 3 A comparison between circular and square bump
with regard to the oil film thickness.
h sq : Minimum oil film thickness on the square
bump, h circ : on the circular bump.
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Fig. 4 A cross sectional bump profile and mumerical models.
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Fig. 5 Stribeck curve.
[BL : Boundary Lubrication, ML : Mixed Lubrication,
HL : Hydrodynamic Lubrication]
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Fig. 6 Difference in oil film pressure among crouning
shapes (m=2, hmin /R =0.002).
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I g1O2=In B
T
: ol
= D108
]
mp DLEL
-
§HM|

m =R

L HI]

0l 0l 1 I 100 000 JO0Cd

Crouning height ¢,
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Table 1 Friction test sample and experimental condition.
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Fig. 12 Geometry factors of test samples.
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Fig. 13 Typical measured Stribeck curve.
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Fig. 15 Film parameter at minimum friction coefficient.
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