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The Origin and Growth of QR Code Development
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Masahiro HARA

OR Code is a matrix-type two-dimensional code that expresses information by arranging white and black
cells in a grid pattern. We have entered a highly advanced information technology era, but barcodes that
became widespread as an information input tool in the 1980s had their limitations. We developed the QR
Code as the next-generation code in place of the barcode by utilizing Image Recognition Engineering and
pursuing reading performance. We also innovatively improved the QR Code so as to correspond to new
market needs that have changed drastically in society. To popularize QR Codes, we made the patent for
the QR Code available to the public and created its market with the cooperation of numerous companies.
As a result, QR Codes were used to improve work efficiency and convenience at first. Today, OR Codes are
used by people all over the world, and they have grown to become an indispensable part of our society’s

infrastructure.
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